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Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s),

Welcome to the Campbell County Middle School Band Program.  We hope you are as excited about being a part of this outstanding organization, as we are for you to be here.  As a member, your child will have many memorable experiences.

In order to maintain the rich tradition and pride in the CCMS Band, your child must abide by strict rules and regulations.  Those rules are presented in the following handbook and are constructed to uphold fairness, consistency, and quality in all aspects of the band program.  Each member must adhere to these rules.  These rules and regulations are devised for the protection of the entire organization.  Therefore, each member and parent is asked to read and discuss it fully.  This will be the document upon which decisions are made, so please be familiar with the expectations of being a member of this organization and be willing to abide by the rules.

If you have any questions about our program, please contact Mr. Fuller or Mr. Marotta at the Middle School Band office, 859-635-6077 ext. 207 or through email.  David.Fuller@campbell.kyschools.us
Dean.Marotta@campbell.kyschools.us
Sincerely,

David Fuller



Dean Marotta


David Sandlin



CCMS Director of Bands

CCMS Associate

Principal








Director of Bands
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I. PHILOSOPHY

The Campbell County Middle School Band program is designed to provide information to our students which will enable them to develop a life-long understanding and appreciation for music while providing opportunities for them to develop their performance, leadership, teamwork, and personal creativity skills.

II. GOALS

A. 6th Grade

1. Students will understand and demonstrate their ability to care for a musical instrument.

2. Students will understand basic musical terms and theory (i.e. music staff, key signature, rhythm patterns), read and reproduce note names and values using various value systems as well as their instruments.

3. Students will demonstrate a working knowledge of these fundamentals through in-class playing opportunities, written assignments/tests and performances.

B. 7th and 8th Grade

1. Students will continue to demonstrate their increased working knowledge of the creation and reproduction of music through concert band performance opportunities.

2. Students will prepare for success at the high school level by increasing note, rhythm, and theory recognition through written assignments/tests, sight-reading, preparing, critiquing and performing at a higher level of musicianship. 

III. BAND SUPPLIES

All band students must have the following every day for the entire school year:

1. Instrument and all its necessary equipment (i.e. reeds, mouthpiece, drumsticks, swabs, etc.)

2. All sheet music and books.

3. PENCIL (absolutely no pens!)

Successful Band Students Always Have Proper Materials

IV. CONCERT DRESS
A. 7th and 8th Grade Band

1. Concert dress will include the following and must be within school dress code:

Girls

Black Dress top, no spaghetti straps, strapless tops, or midriff showing 

Black Dress pants, no skirts allowed

Black Dress shoes

Boys

Long/short sleeve black dress shirt with a collar, tucked in.
Black Dress pants and black belt.
Black Dress shoes and black socks
B. Beginning Band (6th Grade)

1. Dress clothes 

2. Girls – no skirts allowed.

3. Boys – you do not have to wear a tie.

No jeans, tennis shoes, hats, flip flops, or

shirts with writing or print allowed!!!
V. BAND ROOM RULES AND REGULATIONS

1. Talking is prohibited during class unless recognized by director.

2. NO running or roughhousing.

3. NO food or drink of any kind at any time (especially gum, candy, and soda).

4. Show respect for others and their property, NO handling of anyone else’s musical instrument except your own.

5. Represent your family, school and community with pride.

VI. CONSEQUENCES

In Class students will follow CCMS and their grade level code of conduct.

Students will receive one warning(name on the board).  After that, an infraction will result in one or more of the following consequences:

1. Teacher Document.

2. Student/Teacher conference.

3. Phone call/letter home to parents.
4. Parent/Teacher conference.

5. Administrative Referral.

6.   Removed from Band Program

IF A DIRECTOR DEEMS IT NECESSARY, HE MAY REMOVE A STUDENT FROM THE BAND PROGRAM DUE TO DISICPLINE PROBLEMS.  

VII. RENTAL INSTRUMENTS

Instruments can be rented through Buddy Rogers Music in Cincinnati, OH.  A rental program will take place at CCMS within the 1st month of school for students to rent instruments for band class.  Your child will bring home a letter with more information about the rental program.

PLEASE DO NOT PURCHASE AN INSTRUMENT WITHOUT SPEAKING TO A DIRECTOR, ESPECIALLY THROUGH A WEBSITE, EBAY OR RETAIL STORE.  

VIII. SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENTS

A. Availability

CCMS provides a very limited number of very expensive instruments each year.  We are happy to offer these instruments based on availability and need.

B. Check-out procedure

1. Parent and student must fill-out and sign instrument checkout form.

2. Instrument will be checked out to the student.

3. Parent/student will be responsible for any repairs not deemed “normal wear and tear” by director.  

C.  School owned instruments must be returned at the end of the school year.

IX. INSTRUMENT CARE & REPAIR

A. SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENT AND REPAIR

Problems or damage to an instrument must be reported to a director immediately.  NEVER ATTEMPT TO REPAIR THE INSTRUMENT ON YOUR OWN.  TAKE CARE OF AND MAINTAIN YOUR SCHOOL-OWNED INSTRUMENT.  Repairs will be made through Buddy Rogers Music, Cincinnati, OH.  If an instrument is stolen, you must provide a police report.  If an instrument is lost or destroyed, it is also the financial responsibility of the parents of the child that is using the instrument.  

**FYI**

Estimated cost of a Flute: $900

 Baritone:  $2000.00

Tuba:  $4000.00

Please take care of your school-owned instrument!
B. PERSONALLY-OWNED INSTRUMENTS

It is highly recommended that you insure your instrument.  Check with your homeowner’s or renter’s insurance to see if it is possible to cover the instrument on your policy.  If not, contact a director and we will provide you with the necessary information.  NEVER LEAVE AN INSTRUMENT AT SCHOOL OVERNIGHT!  CAMPBELL COUNTY MIDDLE SCHOOL WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR INSTRUMENTS WHICH ARE STOLEN OR DAMAGED WHILE ON SCHOOL PROPERTY.
X. FUND-RAISERS & BAND TRIPS

A. Fundraising

Every year, the Campbell County Middle School Band undertakes at least one fund-raiser per semester.  The money raised by our students is used to buy new instruments, music, and other band program needs.  Our fund-raiser lasts one or two weeks from the starting date.  All students are encouraged to participate for the benefit of the entire band program.

B.  Band Trips

During the school year, band students might participate in a trip designed to reward students that have good participation, behavior, and have earned passing grades.  Any student that is suspended or ineligible to participate in school activities for any reason will not be allowed to travel with the band.  Students may also be restricted from participating in a band trip if he/she is in poor behavioral standing in or outside of band.  This is left to the discretion of the band director.
**Taking part in a fund-raiser does not guarantee trip participation.
XI. AUDIO AND VIDEO EQUIPMENT

The band director may place audio or video equipment in the band room and other related areas to record student activity for educational and security purposes.

XII. GRADING POLICY

The following describes the breakdown of points used to assign grades:

A. PUBLIC PERFORMANCES

100 points per public performance 40% of the students’ grade.
1. The final product of any good band program is a finely tuned     performance.  For a performance to go well, each person is needed to perform his or her role in the concert.  Therefore, any public performance is required for every student!  Anyone not in attendance at a performance will lose all points available for that particular performance and these points may not be made up.  Also, any student missing a performance will not be eligible for awards given at the end of the year nor will they be able to participate in the spring trip.  An absence will be excused only for illness with a doctor’s excuse or death in the family.  Any other absence may be excused only at the director’s discretion.  The director must be notified of any absence at least 48 hours in advance except in cases of emergency.

2. If proper uniform/dress code is not met, the student will receive only 75 points for the performance.  If school dress code is not met, the student will be sent home and receive a 0.

3. If a student arrives more than 15 minutes after the required arrival time the student will only receive 85 points.  Emergency exceptions can be made.    

4. During the course of the year, the 6th grade band will have two public performances and the 7th and 8th grade band will have 3-4 public performances.  The 6th grade band performs a Winter Concert in December and a Spring Concert in May.  The following are a tentative list of 7th & 8th grade band performances: Fall Concert in November/December, KMEA Concert Festival in March/April and Spring Concert in May.  These are all subject to change and others may be added if needed.

B. PLAYING/WRITTEN TESTS

100 points each.  20% of the students’ grade
Playing tests may be given at anytime.  Usually, the students will have prior notification for an upcoming playing test but any material covered in class can be given as a test at anytime.  Any student receiving an undesirable grade will have the opportunity to retake the test the following day of school.  If the grade improves then it will replace the previous grade.  If no improvement is made, the original grade will remain.  Any playing test missed must be made up within one week of a student’s return to class.  After this one-week period, no playing test may be made up and a 0 will be given for the grade.

C. PRACTICE CARD

1 point for every minute practiced.  20% of the students’ grade
Students are expected to spend time outside of class practicing.  Students will turn in a practice card two times every Trimester.  Please see the example practice card at the end of the handbook for further explanation.  

D. CLASSROOM PARTICIPATION

30 points per Trimester.  10% of the students’ grade 
In order for each student to make proper progress on his or her instrument, classroom participation is required.  Any student not participating in class on a given day will lose allotted points for that day.  Any student who does not bring his or her musical instrument, music, pencil, and any other required materials shall lose their participation points for that particular day.

PLEASE NOTE – If a student’s instrument is broken, it is his or her responsibility to have it repaired.  If a musical instrument has to be sent off for repair, the student will receive their participation grade for the days the instrument is in the shop only if the repair tag is brought to a director.  All playing test grades taken during this time must be made up within one week of return of the instrument.  The student is not permitted to skip band class during this time and all written work given during this time must be completed with the rest of the class.  Any arrangements will be made by the directors, if possible, for the student to have another instrument during a period of repair.

E. WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS/HOMEWORK/LOCKER CHECKS
20 points each.  10% of the student’s grade.
Written assignments will not be given on a daily basis, but students will have written work in music theory, history and musical terms.  Also, if a after school rehearsal is called attendance to that rehearsal will count as a homework grade.  Students may be excused, but will have to either make up the time or do written work.  This will be left to the discretion of the director.  Locker checks may also occur to make sure students are taking their instruments home to practice.  

XIII. PRIVATE LESSONS

Private lessons are not required but are strongly encouraged as a means for each student to advance properly on his/her instrument.  The CCMS Band is proud to offer a full staff of private lesson instructors from Northern Kentucky University and the tri-state area.  These highly qualified teachers are specialists on their instruments and provide students with the individual attention each need to feel the most successful at his/her instrument.  A list of private instructors will available within the 1st month of school.  Mr. Fuller will send it home with your child and post it at school.  If you are interested in participating in private lessons please let Mr. Fuller know as soon as possible.  Students who participate in private lessons are not required to turn in practice cards.  They will turn in a form from their private lesson teacher to receive their practice card credit.  The form will be available once the student begins private lessons.
XIV.
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

A. Solo and Ensemble Festival

Solo and Ensemble Festival is an opportunity for individuals to excel either by themselves or in small ensembles.  The students prepare selections of their choice and perform them for a judge who in turn gives them a rating.  Medals of achievement are given according to the rating received.  This gives students the chance to perform music other than that required of the entire band, creating some individuality for the students.  Participation is STRONGLY encouraged.  
B.  7th & 8th Grade Northern Kentucky Select Band Auditions


Select band auditions are a very important and exciting part of band.  In January, 7th & 8th grade band students will have the opportunity to audition for a band that will meet during a weekend in March and rehearse with a well-respected secondary or college conductor.  They rehearse music selected by the conductor for approximately three days and present a concert at the end in Greaves Concert Hall on the campus of NKU.  It is a great learning experience for the student and he/she will also have the opportunity to meet and perform with other children their age from surrounding counties.



**Students who participate in these additional activities 


will receive extra practice card credits. 
Mr. Fuller and Mr. Marotta Contact info:
CCMS Band Office – 859-635-6077 ext. 207   Website: www.campbellcountybands.org 
Find “Campbell County Middle School Bands” on Facebook.  Like the page to receive 

facebook updates about the CCMS Band program.
Email: David.Fuller@campbell.kyschools.us

Dean.Marotta@campbell.kyschools.us
Please retain this handbook for your records!!
STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

I, _________________________________ have studied the regulations and

                     (print member name)

requirements of being a Campbell County Middle School Band Member and agree to comply with the conditions outlined.

________________________________

                (signature of band member)

I/we, the undersigned parent(s) or guardian(s) of the member written above have read the regulations and requirements, accept them and intend to abide by them.  I/we have discussed the matter with the member and are convinced that the candidate understands and will abide by the regulations and requirements.  We agree to provide the needed expenditures when due.

________________________________

             (signature of parent or guardian)

________________________________

             (signature of parent or guardian)

__________________

              (date)

Please return this completed form (front and back) by Wednesday, August 31, 2011 for a grade!!!!

STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET

Student’s Name: ________________________________________






(Last)



(First)

Address: ______________________________________________

Zip Code: ________________  Home Phone: _________________

Parent/Guardian 1:____________________________________






(Last)



(First)


Work Phone: ______________________________

Cell Phone: _______________________________
Parent/Guardian 2: _____________________________________






(Last)



(First)
Work Phone: _______________________________


Cell Phone: ________________________________
Other important numbers: ________________________________

Student’s Birthday: _____________________________________

· Parents and students who provide their email addresses can receive email updates and reminders from Mr. Fuller and Mr. Marotta.  Join the CCMS Band email list by providing your email below.  Your email will only be used for band related information.
Parent/Guardian Email 1 - ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email 2 - ________________________________

Student Email - ________________________________________

Due by Wednesday, August 31, 2011!!

CCMS Band Practice Card
Students record the # of minutes practiced per day on the chart below.  

1 point for every minute practiced.

6th Grade practice goal

15 minutes per day at least 5 days per week for 4 of the 5 weeks = 300 minutes.

7th Grade practice goal

22 minutes per day at least 5 days per week for 4 of the 5 weeks = 440 minutes.

8th Grade practice goal

30 minutes per day at least 5 days per week for 4 of the 5 weeks = 600 minutes.
	
	Sun
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri
	Sat
	Totals

	Week 1


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Week 2


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Week 3


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Week 4 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Week 5


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Total # of minutes practiced ___________

Parent/Guardian signature___________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone #:____________________

Practice Card must be clearly and completely filled out, totaled and signed by a parent or guardian, otherwise no credit will be given.
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